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House. In his remarks, he referred to the PKK,
the Kurdish communist party.

The President’s News Conference
October 15, 1993

Haiti
The President. Ladies and gentleman,

during the past few days, we have witnessed
a brutal attempt by Haiti’s military and police
authorities to thwart the expressed desire of
the Haitian people for democracy. On Mon-
day, unruly elements, unrestrained by the
Haitian military, violently prevented Amer-
ican and United Nations personnel from car-
rying out the steps toward that goal. Yester-
day, gunmen assassinated prodemocracy Jus-
tice Minister Malary.

There are important American interests at
stake in Haiti and in what is going on there.
First, there are about 1,000 American citi-
zens living in Haiti or working there. Second,
there are Americans there who are helping
to operate our Embassy. Third, we have an
interest in promoting democracy in this
hemisphere, especially in a place where such
a large number of Haitians have clearly ex-
pressed their preference for President. And
finally, we have a clear interest in working
toward a government in Haiti that enables
its citizens to live there in security so they
do not have to flee in large numbers and at
great risk to themselves to our shores and
to other nations.

Two American administrations and the en-
tire international community have consist-
ently condemned the 1991 military coup that
ousted President Aristide. In response to
United States, Latin American, and United
Nations sanctions and pressure, Haiti’s mili-
tary rulers agreed with civilian leaders on a
plan to restore democracy. That plan was
reached under the auspices of the Organiza-
tion of the American States and the United
Nations. It was concluded on July the 3d on
Governors Island here in the United States.

Yesterday the United Nations Security
Council, upon the recommendations of its
special negotiator for Haiti, Dante Caputo,
voted to reimpose stiff sanctions against 

Haiti, including an embargo on oil imports,
until order is restored and the Governors Is-
land process is clearly resumed.

Those sanctions will go into effect on Mon-
day night unless Haiti’s security forces put
democracy back on track between now and
then. I will also be imposing additional uni-
lateral sanctions, such as revoking visas and
freezing the assets of those who are per-
petrating the violence and their supporters.

The United States strongly supports the
Governors Island process, the new civilian
government of Prime Minister Malval, and
the return to Haiti of President Aristide.

I have today ordered six destroyers to pa-
trol the waters off Haiti so that they are in
a position to enforce the sanctions fully when
they come into effect Monday night. I have
also offered and ordered an infantry com-
pany to be on standby at Guantanamo Naval
Base in Cuba just a short distance from Haiti.
The purpose of these actions is this: to ensure
the safety of the Americans in Haiti and to
press for the restoration of democracy there
through the strongest possible enforcement
of the sanctions.

The military authorities in Haiti simply
must understand that they cannot indefi-
nitely defy the desires of their own people
as well as the will of the world community.
That path holds only suffering for their na-
tion and international isolation for them-
selves. I call upon them again to restore order
and security to their country, to protect their
own citizens and ours, and to comply with
the Governors Island Agreement.

Q. Mr. President, you warned yesterday
about maintaining the safety of the provi-
sional government in Haiti, and yet there was
this assassination yesterday of the Justice
Minister. You talk about the personal safety
of Americans in Haiti, is there anything the
United States can do to ensure the safety of
President Aristide’s Cabinet? Are there any
steps that you can take to help this fledgling
democracy?

The President. Well we’ve had discus-
sions with Prime Minister Malval. The Vice
President talked to him yesterday, as well as
to President Aristide. We have, as you prob-
ably know, a significant number of security
forces there that we’ve been working to train,
and there may be some things that we can
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do. But let me say this, we’ve had discussions
with him. We’re in constant communications
with him, and we are working with him. He
has been very forthright in his asking us to
reinforce the sanctions strongly and to do
whatever we could to try to remind people
that there is no other way out for Haiti but
democracy. But what we do with regard to
his safety, I think, in some ways is going to
have to be decided as we go along and with
his heavy involvement and support.

Q. Mr. President, are the naval ships going
to stop merchant ships going in and out of
Haiti and maybe board them to make sure
that their embargo is being complied with?

The President. That’s what they’re going
to do. They’re going to have a very wide
berth to enforce the embargo, or the sanc-
tions, very strongly. And we intend to use
the six ships. One of them will be off the
coast of Haiti within about an hour. They
will be around Port-au-Prince by this
evening, and they should all be in place by
tomorrow.

Q. Mr. President, what if this embargo in-
duces a new wave of immigrants who say
they’re political refugees? And what if these
refugees come upon the U.S. destroyers, how
will you handle that?

The President. Our policy has not
changed on that. We still believe that we
should process the Haitians who are asking
for asylum in Haiti and that that is the safest
thing for them. So we will continue to pursue
the policy we have pursued for the last sev-
eral months. But the purpose of these de-
stroyers is different. These destroyers are
going there to enforce the sanctions and to
do it very strongly.

Q. But if they come upon refugees, how
will they handle them, though? Will they just
let them go by? Will they turn them back?

The President. We have no reason to be-
lieve that what we have been doing won’t
work there. And I want to emphasize that
our policy has not changed, and we will con-
tinue to adhere to our policy with regard to
refugees as we work with Haiti and the Prime
Minister and the President are restored, the
democratic government. But the purpose of
the destroyers is to strongly enforce the sanc-
tions.

Q. Mr. President, are you prepared to
evacuate American citizens from Haiti if the
security situation there does not improve?

The President. As I said to you, we are
moving an enhanced infantry company into
Guantanamo so that we can be in a position
to deal with whatever contingencies arise. I
have taken the steps that I think are appro-
priate at this time. And at this time I have
not made a decision to evacuate our person-
nel. But there are 1,000 Americans there.
There are also 9,000 people who have a dual
nationality. The 1,000 Americans, most of
them are working. There are a handful of
tourists there, not many. And there are 140
Embassy personnel there.

Q. Mr. President, since you’re dealing with
people who agreed to the Governors Island
accords in the face of sanctions and then
reneged on their promise, what in your view
will be sufficient indication of compliance
and future compliance so that the embargo
and other sanctions will be able to be lifted?

The President. Well, I can tell you one
thing that would clearly show a fundamental
change, and that is if all the United Nations
forces that were supposed to be there to try
to help retrain the police and to retrain the
army were permitted to do so in a clearly
safe atmosphere where they could also be
protected. That would be some evidence that
we had fundamental change. Keep in mind,
this is a different mission than Somalia, dif-
ferent from Bosnia, different from any of the
existing U.N. missions.

The purpose of these people—the reason
we could not even think about landing the
United States forces that were there a couple
of days ago is that primarily they were Sea-
bees going there for the purpose of, in effect,
helping the Haitian army to become like the
Army Corps of Engineers in this country.
They were helping them transform their
whole mission, not to be fighters anymore
but to try to rebuild one of the most environ-
mentally plundered and devastated lands in
the entire world.

So if we were seriously proceeding, evi-
dence of that would be all these French-
speaking countries being able to bring their
folks back in and retrain the police force to
be a professional and ordinary, not a rene-
gade, police force and having the French-
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speaking Canadians and the United States in
there showing the army how to build a coun-
try instead of tear up the fabric of the society.

Q. President Aristide is asking that the ad-
ministration increase the Marine contingent
at the U.S. Embassy in Port-au-Prince in
order to protect the people in his govern-
ment. Is that under consideration at this
point? And if, let’s say, members of his gov-
ernment should flee to the American Em-
bassy, would the Embassy provide protection
for them?

The President. The answer to your first
question is that that is certainly something
that I have not ruled out. I have not ruled
out anything that I have spoken, just because
I haven’t spoken about it today. We had a
good, long meeting this morning with Admi-
ral Jeremiah and General Shalikashvili and
others, Secretary of State, Secretary of De-
fense. And I am very concerned about the
security and safety of the Americans there
and the very brave Prime Minister and his
government.

Again, I would say to you, whatever spe-
cific things we do with regard to the Prime
Minister and his government, I would rather
come out of statements they make, because
I don’t want anything I say to upset the bal-
ance of forces in Haiti now. But I wouldn’t
rule out a change in the deployment around
the Embassy.

Our first obligation, after all, is to protect
the Americans there. But I think what I have
done and the announcement I have made
today, based on the facts that we have as of
when I came out to speak to you, is sufficient
as of this moment.

Q. I’m wondering, sir, if you have thought
about and considered the possibility that you
might need to have some kind of police force
on the ground there in Haiti, much as has
been necessary in Somalia in light of the fact
that the place has been so violence-prone for
so long?

The President. One of the discussions
that we had when the gang showed up on
the dock was the question of whether the
protection for our Seabees, who were after
all, as I say, not delivering food, not—their
whole goal was to retrain army personnel to
rebuild the country. And the agreement 

under which they were going there was that
they would have sidearms and access to ri-
fles—was to whether that was adequate or
not. That question will obviously have to be
revisited depending upon the developments
in the next few days. I wouldn’t rule that out,
Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News], but I think
we ought to—let’s see what happens over the
next few days.

Q. Mr. President, how does this differ
from the word blockade, which you the other
day mentioned as a term of art associated
with a declaration of war?

The President. Well, in a literal sense, a
blockade would physically stop all traffic
going in and out of the country, in this case
by water. The United Nations resolution and
the sanctions attempt to stop virtually all
commercial traffic that could be of some
commercial benefit. It does not render illegal
every single entering into or exit from Port-
au-Prince, Cap-Haitien, or the country in
general. So there is a legal difference in that
sense.

But if you use the word in the common-
sense parlance, we would block any prohib-
ited materials and goods and anything subject
to the sanctions from going into the country.
That is our goal.

Q. Mr. President, today was the day that
Colonel François and General Cédras were
supposed to resign their posts—went past.
Are there any conversations between the
American Embassy people and General
Cédras and Colonel François going on? Has
there been any attempt to have communica-
tions from both sides?

The President. Well, as you know, Mr.
Pezzullo went back yesterday. And our Am-
bassador, Mr. Swing, is down there now. And
they are working hard to make sure that ev-
eryone in the country knows that the United
States is determined to see the democratic
process restored. I think they’ve made their
position clear.

NOTE: The President’s 30th news conference
began at 2:49 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to U.S. Special
Envoy to Haiti Lawrence Pezzullo.
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Proclamation 6612—White Cane
Safety Day, 1993
October 15, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
To thousands of visually impaired Ameri-

cans the white cane means freedom—free-
dom to move safely and independently
through their daily lives, participating fully
in the activities of their homes, places of em-
ployment, and communities. White Cane
Safety Day not only celebrates the accom-
plishments of the visually impaired, but also
recognizes our Nation’s commitment to re-
move any physical or attitudinal barriers that
Americans with disabilities may still face.

This commitment underscores our con-
tinuing efforts to implement fully the provi-
sions of the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990, which prohibits discrimination
against persons with disabilities in such areas
as employment, public accommodations,
telecommunications, and transportation.

In tribute to the white cane and all that
it symbolizes for our society, the Congress,
by Joint Resolution approved in 1964, has
designated October 15 of each year as
‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 15, 1993, as
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon all Amer-
icans to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:32 p.m., October 15, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 19.

Statement on Award of the Nobel
Peace Prize to Nelson Mandela and
F.W. de Klerk
October 15, 1993

The Nobel Committee has made an in-
spired choice in selecting ANC President
Nelson Mandela and State President F.W.
de Klerk to share the 1993 Nobel Peace
Prize. These two farsighted and courageous
leaders have overcome a legacy of racial dis-
trust to reach agreement on a framework
which has set South Africa on the path of
peaceful reconciliation and nonracial democ-
racy. It is entirely fitting that, having worked
so closely together for progress, they should
share the most prestigious international rec-
ognition for their success in setting in motion
the transition to a new political order in
South Africa.

In selecting these two great leaders, the
Nobel Committee has also chosen to honor
the many other South Africans who have
struggled for so long to achieve racial har-
mony and justice. It is a testament to the
great strides for progress they have made and
an endorsement of their hope for a free and
democratic South Africa.

It is sadly ironic that just as Presidents
de Klerk and Mandela receive the recogni-
tion they and their associates so richly de-
serve, others hesitate to join them in the cre-
ation of a new, fully democratic South Africa.
Still others are committed to violence which
could destroy their current and future
achievements. I urge those who have with-
drawn from the common political process to
rethink their positions and contribute their
efforts to complete the great work under-
taken by Presidents Mandela and de Klerk.

The American people join me in offering
their deepest congratulations to these two
great statesmen and all the people of South
Africa. I am certain that with similar courage
and dedication they can face the challenges
and tasks ahead. The many Americans from
all walks of life who supported the struggle
to end apartheid will be at the side of South
Africans as they build a nonracial democracy.
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